Sickness in Spoon River: village health at the turn of the century.
Edgar Lee Masters published numerous poems, plays, and novels between 1900 and 1942; most go unread, with the exception of Spoon River Anthology, which is among the most popular works of American poetry of the twentieth century. This collection of poems tells of the lives of the inhabitants of a fictional American town--Spoon River, Illinois. Many of the poems consider sickness and health in the community, and the insight they offer into human responses to illness continues to be relevant today, contributing not only to the lasting popularity of Spoon River Anthology, but also the literary value of the work.